
STUDENT SUCCESS
STRATEGIES

 READING COMPREHENSION

SQ3R METHOD
The SQ3R reading strategy stands for Survey, Question, Read, Recite, and

Review. It is a technique that requires the reader to interact with the material

by asking questions and making connections. This method allows the reader

greater ability to take in and understand what they read.

S - SURVEY
The first stage is to survey or skim the material. You

should take a look at the front matter of the text such

as the table of contents and chapter elements. You

should also review the back matter which includes the

glossary, index, and bibliography to get a general

overview of the information you will be learning about.

Q - QUESTION
The next step is to question the content. Before

reading, ask yourself what information you already

know about this topic. This prepares you for what you

are about to learn. While reading, write down questions

about the main ideas presented.

R - READ
While reading, focus on the main points you

established during the survey stage. Review your

questions and write down information that may

answer these questions. Read actively by writing

margin notes and highlighting key points.

R - RECITE
When you are finished reading a section, recite the

answers you covered in the last stage. Teach the

information to someone else or write it down for

yourself. Choose a method that aligns with your

learning preferences. 

R - REVIEW
Review your notes to help you retain the information.

Try reading your notes and then summarizing them

from memory. Answer review questions at the back of

the chapter. Make flash cards for difficult to remember

topics. Quiz yourself or a classmate.
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Signaling Principle 
The organizational 
method of the poster is 
signaled at the very 
beginning and makes it 
easy for the viewer to 
follow. 

Spatial Contiguity Principle 
The text and accompanying icon 
are placed beside each other and 
separated by lines to draw the 
eye from left to right. 

Multimedia Principle 
Each section of text is 
accompanied by an 
image/icon which can 
help visual learners digest 
and memorize the 
information 

Mayer’s 12 Instructional Design Principles for Multimedia Learning, Michael Kennedy, 
https://vimeo.com/89716786 

 

Audience: Instructors, facilitators, and/or learners in a learning centre or student success workshop. 
Landing Place: To be posted in a learning centre or to be included as a resource during a student success workshop. 


